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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — KIMBERLEY 

605. Ms D.G. D’ANNA to the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to combating family and domestic violence and keeping 
communities safe. Can the minister outline to the house what work has been undertaken to improve support in the 
Kimberley for those experiencing family and domestic violence? 

Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 
I thank the member for the question and for her understanding of some of the complex issues facing her community 
and her preparedness to work alongside community members to find practical, constructive and brave solutions. 
The awful reality is that too many women and children are facing unacceptable levels of domestic violence. It is 
something that we as a government have been very determined to tackle. We also know that some of the solutions 
need local responses, and that is certainly the case in the Kimberley. We are doing a range of things with Aboriginal 
leaders to combat domestic violence, but we are also listening to what is needed in particular regional settings and 
towns. I am pleased to announce that on 10 September this year, our new women’s refuge was officially opened in 
Derby. The Marnin Bowa Dumbara Aboriginal Corporation previously operated a refuge out of premises that were 
no longer appropriate to meet the safety of women and children seeking refuge from violent perpetrators. This 
government worked with that corporation to look at another location that would accommodate larger families 
escaping domestic violence. We were able to find an accommodation building that was suitable and it has been 
repurposed and refurbished. That new accommodation was set up and opened just last month. 
I was looking at past media about this. In 2020, Erin Parke from the ABC wrote an article titled “As governments 
spend big on stimulus, WA communities warn of more … ‘Taj Mahals’”. We were able to repurpose a $4.2 million 
accommodation building that had been set up in 2013 by the state and federal governments to construct a two-storey 
building to house young Aboriginal people doing apprenticeships and traineeships. It never attracted enough people 
to be viable and had been locked up and empty from 2016 until 2020. We were able to work with the community 
to refurbish that building and make sure that it was fit for purpose for the women’s refuge, and it has now relocated. 
It is a very good outcome. The member for Kimberley will be pleased to hear that. We have had advocacy from 
members in the Derby region; in fact, I met some of them when we went up to Broome for the community cabinet 
not that long ago. 
In addition to that, we are also spending extra money in stimulus and on the COVID response. An extra $2.8 million 
went up to the Kimberley through the COVID response because, unfortunately, we have seen levels of violence 
increasing over the COVID pandemic. In addition to that, we are doing some strategic work with women leaders 
in the Aboriginal community to look at what Aboriginal family safety might look like: what is a culturally appropriate 
response to high levels of domestic violence in Aboriginal communities? That might be something as simple as 
having different shopfronts, if you like, or different places where people can come forward. It is not surprising that 
some Aboriginal women do not feel as though they can go to police or they feel cautious about having their case 
triaged by child protection workers. We are trying to overcome that legacy, but it is a long-held suspicion or caution 
about those authorities. It might be as simple as alternative places where people can come forward or it might be 
a completely different way of doing things. We have an open mind and we are working in partnership with Aboriginal 
leaders to develop that strategy. 
I am confident that we are well placed to address some very challenging and, in many cases, intergenerational issues 
to provide a safer place for women and children, including in the Kimberley. 
The SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition with the last question. 
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